
 
Book Fair Week 

Chik Fil-A Nite 
Chess Club 

Campagnia’s Nite 
Super Science Store 

 
 

Veteran’s Day Program 9 am 
PTO Meeting @ 11 am 

Chess Club 
PTO Luncheon for Staff 

End of 2nd 6 weeks 
3rd Gr Field Trip for Alexander, 

Peterson, Justice 
SallyFoster Pickup 

Cici’s Nite 
3rd Gr Field Trip for Cooper, 

Rozell 
Kindergarten Program @ 9:15 

Report Cards 
Thanksgiving Break 
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11/5 
 
11/10 
thru 
11/14 
11/11 
11/12 
 
11/13 
11/14 
11/19 
 
 
 
11/20 
 
11/21 
 
11/22 
Thru 
11/29 
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The Question of Excellence 

 

It easily can be stated the high performing organizations are full of high performing 

people. The very best school systems nationally and internationally both challenge 

and support their students. What motivates an individual person to seek excellence 

in sports could be recognition, rewards, a chance to perform at a “personal best” trial, 

or even the spirit of competition itself. In school, too, those factors motivate, but the 

purpose as theorist William Damon writes, is of great significance: 
 

 Only when students discover personal meaning in their work do 

they apply their efforts with focus and imagination.  Purpose acts 

as the moral North Star on the route to excellence.  It offers a 

steady beacon for inspiring and directing students’ best efforts 

over the long haul, within the classroom and beyond. 
 

When you have purpose and peak effort, you know that everything you do 

counts, even when you don’t receive an immediate reward.  I challenge 

each Durham Dragon student to a school year full of “purposeful” learning 

and peak performance! 

Yours Truly,  Dr. McIlvain    
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November Dates November Dates November Dates November Dates  

Congratulations to 
Mary Pat Martin, 

DES Art Teacher!!!  
 

Office Max honored her in their “A Day 
Made Better” Program. This program 
helps teachers defray the expenses 
from their own pockets that they use 
towards the classroom. Office Max 
donated a new office chair and 
$1200 worth of supplies to her! 

A BIG Thank you to The Davenport family for 
being instrumental in a fabulous donation for 
DES!! Senator Jane Nelson's office donated a 
TEXAS flag that flew over the State Capitol 

in Austin on 9/15/08. 



Nurses’ Notes 
We hope you had a safe and Happy Halloween and can you believe that Thanksgiving is just 
around the corner? 
There are a few tips to keeping us all well during the Holiday season: 
• Good hand washing!!! 
• Cough into a sleeve rather than your hands! 
• Stay home if you have a fever in the previous 24 hours without medication.  You are con-
sidered contagious as long as you have a fever. 
• Report all contagious illnesses to the nurse’s office. (Strep, chickenpox, pneumonia, lice, 

Physician diagnosed flu, whooping cough) 
CISD Policy for Exclusion from school: 
* Fever of 100 degrees or more 
* Vomiting or diarrhea in the past 24 hours 
* Persistent cough 
* Any rash 
* Open or draining lesions 
* Inflamed, itchy, and/or draining eyes 
* Presence of live lice or nits in the hair 
* Suffering from any reportable disease, as defined by the Texas Board of Health 
* Undiagnosed scaly patches on the body or scalp 
* Intense itching with open lesions 
Screening:  I am finishing up on all the hearing and vision screens and you will be hearing from me only if there is a 
problem with your child’s testing.  I hope to get any referrals out before Thanksgiving. If you should receive a referral, 
please have your child seen by a physician and return the paperwork promptly to the nurse’s office. This assures your 
child the best learning opportunities. 
We have had very few illnesses reported to our office, so we hope that we are really that well! We have only had a few 
cases of strep.   
Flu season is just around the corner.  It is not too late to get flu shots! Please notify our office if your child is diagnosed 
with the flu this year. We have to report this to Tarrant County health; that is how they know what areas are experiencing 
flu and at what rate. 
Lice- Since we are starting to get into the cooler weather as we start to wear coats hats etc.; please remind your children 
not to share hats, coats, brushes, pillows, etc. If you suspect your child might have lice please let us know so that we can 
check them. 
Our generous PTO has purchased a nice magnified light for us to use for checking students.  Thank you PTO!!! 

Thank you and I hope you are keeping healthy! 
Have a Happy and Safe Thanksgiving! 

Susan Hogan , Durham Elementary Nurse  

 

 QUEST NEWS                   FROM MRS. LEDDY 
We hope to see you at the Barnes and Noble fundraiser for 
the gifted and talented program on Nov. 7-9 at Southlake Town 

Square. Mrs. Leddy will be there at 12:00 noon on Sat., Nov. 8 to read to the stu-
dents and play games. Also on Sat., Dr. Faltys, our Superintendent will compete 
in "Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader"  at 7:00 p.m.  It is a fun weekend and 
we hope to see you there! The state gifted and talented convention (TAGT) is in 
Dallas this year from Nov. 12-14. Parents and teachers from all over the state at-
tend this convention. For more information visit http://www.txgifted.org/ 



GRATITUDEGRATITUDEGRATITUDEGRATITUDE: Letting others know you see how they’ve helped you.  
 
Every day brings opportunities to show others that we notice how they help us. A friend assists you 
in carpool duty, a neighbor drops off dinner for the night, your child goes above and beyond in doing 
their chores. Showing your kids and those around you that you appreciate them can sometimes be a 
challenge.  
 
Gratitude is an intentional act. When we have been helped or benefited from the actions of others, 
it takes a conscious effort to say, “Thank You.” By deliberate repetition, gratitude becomes our natu-
ral response. 
 

Gratitude teaches the different between appreciating some “thing” versus some “one.”  When 
we receive a gift unexpectedly or receive something we have wanted, it is easy to get carried away 
with the enjoyment of the “thing.” By showing some “one” our gratitude, we give a gift in return that 
says we recognize and appreciate the person. 
 

Gratitude builds relationships. Being appreciative makes a person feel good about how they 
helped you. Communication is the prime ingredient. A simple, heartfelt response can forge a strong 
relational link between the giver and the recipient. Remembering times when someone helped us 
through words or actions will call to mind, and heart, ways we appreciate the relationship with that 
person. 
 

We can even feel better about a bad situation when we recognize the things (and people) we often 
take for granted. By focusing more on what we have rather than what we don’t have, everyone can 

learn to see the many opportunities there are to show gratitude.  
 

Use the take home table card this month to emphasize gratitude at 
home. The card provides ways to make gratitude a part of your family’s 
life through family discussion and activities. 

 
© 2008 Core Essentials, Inc. All rights reserved. www.coreessentials.org 
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Parent to Parent Article 

“I've got mail!” 
 Sometimes our daughter is asleep by the time my husband gets 
home from work. To help keep in touch, he started sending Nina e-
mails to read after school  The idea worked so well that she looks for-
ward to her message every day. 
 

 As a bonus, the e-mails have helped improve her reading skills. I used to read the 
messages to her—now she reads them to me. Nina’s writing also has gotten better, 
since she loves to write messages back. Of course, I have to help her type, but she is 
learning to do more of it herself. 
 

Nina is happy because she feels closer to her dad, and I’m thrilled that she’s reading 
and writing so well! I told our neighbor about the email messages. She doesn’t have a 
family computer, so she has started leaving handwritten notes for her child to read af-
ter school. 

Counselor’s Corner 
Melissa Brinker 



                     

MusicMusicMusicMusic at Durham at Durham at Durham at Durham    
Brought to you by David Platt   

 
 

“With a Baa, Baa, here! And a Baa, Baa, there!” The second grade is 
getting ready for a big show in December. 
Here they are in rehearsals for E-I-E-I 
Oops! It’s all about Madame Cow who is 
too sad to moo. All the barnyard animals 
are making a good attempt at how to cheer 
her up. You will not want to miss this fun 
musical with cute chicks, ducks, mules, 
sheep, Mr. and Mrs. Old MacDonald, Mr. 
and Mrs. Farmer in the Dell, and yes, those 
crazy pigs. Keep an eye out for more de-

tails next month about this program in December. 
 

 
 

 
Put this on your calendar 
and don’t miss the Fourth 
Annual Veterans Day pro-
gram starring the entire 
DES 4th grade.  
 
 It’ll be a red, white, and blue 

extravaganza with some new songs as well as old favorites to honor 
our veterans and our country.  The program will be November 11th 
at 9:00 am.  If you have a veteran in the family, please invite them 
to come, sign in at the registration table and be recognized during the 
performance.  See you there. 

 
 
 

 
There’s a whole lot or preparation 
going on for the Kindergarten 
Thanksgiving program.   
 
Each year, parents are invited to come and 
see the show and visit the rooms for some 
Thanksgiving music, treats, crafts, and 
classroom fun.  It’ll be a musical program 
filled with fun songs about the star of 

Thanksgiving, Mr. Turkey.  Don’t miss it.  The Kindergarten teachers 
will be sending home info shortly about time and date. 
 

 
 



Lunch Money Information 
Reminder to parents concerning lunch money:    If you are writing a check to put 
money into your child's lunch account, please remember to put the following on the 
check itself:  

      The child's first name      The child's last name The child's grade level 

If the cafeteria receives a check without this information, the staff finds it hard to match up the check 
with the correct student and may have trouble crediting the correct account.  

Life In the Library 
Life in the Library” includes a lot of reading!!  Students 
at DES have broken the record for the most students 
to earn enough points for the AR point club for the 
first 6 weeks.  I expect there to be many more this 
next 6 weeks because there were quite a few kinder-
garten and first grade parents at the AR trainings last week.  If 
you missed the training and want to know more about Acceler-

ated Reader, please stop by the library and I will be happy to fill you in. 
 

Our Fall Book Fair is coming up during the week of November 3-7.  Notes have already gone 
home asking for volunteers, so please return those as soon as you can.  In order to have a suc-
cessful Book Fair, we must have volunteers to help make it run smoothly.  The book fair makes 
many of the programs and materials provided by the library possible.  A special thanks goes to 
Gail Spitler for coordinating the book fairs this year. 
 

Mark your calendar for October 31.  That is the date for our annual Book Parade.  Students 
and teachers will get to dress up as their favorite book characters as we celebrate reading 
that day.  Parents are invited to join in the fun.  The parade starts at 2:30 and will be held in-
side through the hallways. 
 

The Library Club had its first meeting on October 22.  A select group of fourth graders make 
up this dynamic group of students.  The club helps run the library in the mornings before 
school, and they promote the library by develop-
ing programs they will operate throughout the 
school year.  It will be interesting to see what 
this year’s club members come up with. 
 

Keep on Reading! 
Debra Albertini 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
“. . For your dedication and passion in “. . For your dedication and passion in “. . For your dedication and passion in “. . For your dedication and passion in                             Faith and Spencer         Faith and Spencer         Faith and Spencer         Faith and Spencer –––– “Pop, “Pop, “Pop, “Pop,    

Education” $1200 in Office Max merchandise!Education” $1200 in Office Max merchandise!Education” $1200 in Office Max merchandise!Education” $1200 in Office Max merchandise!                          Popcorn, & Pop Art”              Popcorn, & Pop Art”              Popcorn, & Pop Art”              Popcorn, & Pop Art”    

    

    

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Art to Remember orders should be delivered after Thanksgiving break! 

100% of profits will be used buy mats to frame your child’s art work!! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

GALLERY NEWS - Every 3-4 weeks I will be showcasing a classroom of artists for each grade level 

down the main hall and on the way to art. Here is November’s: 

  

Gallery K – Mrs. Delbridge’s Class created self-portraits with the basic shapes! 
 

Gallery 1 –Mrs. Barnes’ Class created beautiful “Out My Window” scenes with fabric curtains! 
 

Gallery 2 – Ms. Olian’s Class created a collage design by tracing and overlapping different school supplies! 
 

Gallery 3 – Mrs. Peterson’s Class created flip-flop designs using tree and leaf motifs! 
  

Gallery 4 – Mrs. Alexander’s Class created beautiful leaf prints with tempera, and then created ripples of 

sharpie lines emphasizing the leaf shape!  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
GALLERY SNAPSHOTS 

 

                   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Artist’s Quotes of the Month                                                                                                                                                               
  

 “I’m going to draw a uvula in my dinosaur’s mouth!” Jett Thompson (K) 
 

While listening to a Mozart CD, “Is this a symphony, Ms.Martin?” Hunter Peyrovi (K) 
 

“Ms. Martin, I started wanting to be an artist because of you, and my grandfather, who is also an artist, 

just like you!” Reagan Teague (1) 
 

“I shut my eyes in order to see.” Paul Gauguin, French Post-Impressionist who was friends with Van 

Gogh. He is famous for his Tahiti inspired paintings that had bright colors. 
    

    

ART SMART 
 Mary Pat Martin, Art Teacher 

November 2008 
 



                                             DES Science Lab Newsletter submitted by Debra Heath  

You will find information about science curriculum, past newsletters, events, and more at: 
http://teacherweb.com/TX/DurhamElementary/ScienceLab-DebraHeath/wqr1.stm 

 
WHAT IS SCIENCE?  No matter what the age, science is enjoyed by all.  Students learn 
through experience.  Kindergarten students think that climbing on rocks is great fun .   
Observation skills shine forth as students search for just the right rock.  Rock collecting 
takes patience and skill.  Communicating about a favorite rock and telling why it is spe-
cial requires insight.  Students keep notebooks of their work.  Notebooks are used for many purposes including 

making lists and charts. 
 
Research is a big part of science.  Students use leveled books for some of their re-
search.  Scientific tools, like microscopes, play an important part in every child’s 
science experience. Nothing is any better than personally experiencing science.  
First graders—These first graders asked questions about what worms like to eat the 
best.  After experimenting with a variety of foods and worms on a tray, they set up 
a worm bin to take to their class so that they could observe the worms over a 
longer period of time. 

 
Making models are a part of any science curriculum.  Second graders 
learned about the rock cycle: how sedimentary, metamorphic, and igneous 
rocks are formed.  They studied various types of caves and the animals who 
live in them.  They enjoyed making bat zoetrope's and crystal shapes to 
enhance their studies. 

 
Through the Renzulli’s 5 Dimensions of Differentiation survey that students are 
taking, teachers are finding out that many of our DES students enjoy learning 
through games.  These students are learning to identify leaves on trees found on 
our campus while playing a BINGO or Concentration 
game. 

 
 
How do soils compare?  Third graders are asking their own questions about erosion 
and which soils work best for specific plants.  Third graders walked around our 
campus and identified the new trickle drains that were installed this summer to con-
trol erosion on our campus.  It is amazing what can be done to channel water run-

off.   
 
 
We appreciate Paul Spain and Terra Shady Oaks, LP, 
our community partners in education!  They are our HE-
ROES!  We love the Dragon Tails in front of the campus 
and the maze of trees. DES Thanks you! 

 
 
Designing your own experiment has been interesting for the fourth grad-
ers as they find out more about weathering through their questions.   
Some classes wanted to experiment with erosion so they used models to 
help them find solutions to their questions. 
 
DES is grateful to the Carroll Education 

Foundation for providing the funds and laborers to make the Nature Trail safe for our students.  
You are our HEROES!  It is wonderful to have such a wooded area for learning right on our 

own campus. 
 
Be careful when walking in the woods! 
It’s always good to know your plants. 
This is poison ivy. 
Check out the leaves. 



Professor Garfield Website 

Click the link: 
http://professorgarfield.org/parents_teachers/printables/fun.html 
Great to print out Word Wall Words! 
 Educational Links about Reading! 
  Electronic Field Trips! 
   Writing with an Interactive Comic Creator!  Much more!!!!!! 

DES Science Lab Newsletter  continued . . . . . 
Durham Students Fulfill a Need… 

 
 
Ms. Hentzen’s students made a wish and their wish came true!  Inside their present they 
found bird seed and feeder hooks to use with the bird feeders they received earlier this year.  
The students will be lead our campus as they take on the service project of feeding the out-
door wildlife this winter.  Thank you for your contribution to DES and our feathered friends!  
You are DES HEROES! 
 
 
 
 

The Bob Jones Nature Center is the place to be.  These students won the Fall Festival 
drawing and joined Ms. Leddy, Ms. Keil, and Ms. Heath to take photos for the BJNC 
Photo Contest.  Your child can enter the contest too.  Durham Elementary students have 
been first place winners for the past two years!  Check out the website for more informa-
tion.     www.bjnc.org 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Many thanks to KSB awarding DES several science grants this fall.  You are our 
HERO! 
Thanks to Kelli Connell for submitting the Kindergarten Recycling Grant.  Thanks to Joann 
Keil for submitting five nonfiction leveled science book grants -- one for each grade level.  
Thanks to Debra Heath for submitting grants for wildflower seed, the vegetable garden and 
the wildscape garden. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CISD is grateful to Jon Fike, CISD’s 
K-5 science and math coordinator, and the science lab 
teachers as we provided the documents showing the pro-
posed and current science TEKS side-by-side for CISD 
teachers.  There are HEROES everywhere we look! 


