
What is the transfer of rights?

When is the transfer of rights 
provided?

The transfer of rights provides written 
notification to a parent and student with a 
disability that all rights granted to a parent 
under IDEA will transfer to the child on their 
18th birthday.

The written notice of transfer of rights must 
be provided to the parent and the child at 
least one year before the child’s 18th 
birthday and again when the child turns 18. 
A statement should also be included in the 
IEP that the transfer of rights was provided.

The local education agency 
(LEA) should outline all parental 
rights under IDEA that will 
transfer to the adult student 
upon their 18th birthday, unless 
the parent(s) or other persons 
have been granted 
guardianship

Transfer of Parental 
Rights under IDEA

Any supports that may enable 
the student to live 
independently should be 
provided with the transfer of 
rights, including information 
about guardianship, 
alternatives to guardianship, 
and supported 
decision-making agreements

Alternatives to 
Guardianship and 
Supported 
Decision-Making 
Agreements

The transfer of rights 
must include 

information about:

Adult Students
Once a child turns 18, all parental 
rights under IDEA will transfer to 
the student

The parent(s) or guardian(s) will 
still receive any notice required 
under IDEA for the adult student

The adult student or the LEA may 
invite any individuals who have 
knowledge of the student, including 
the parent or person(s) designated 
on a supported decision-making 
agreement, to be a member of the 
ARD committee meeting



TEA Notice of Transfer of Rights and Model Form

For more information, click on the links below or scan the 
QR codes

Legal Requirements for the Transfer of Rights 
and Alternatives to Guardianship

When is the LEA required to provide information about 
guardianship or alternatives to guardianship?

Any time that a parent or child with a disability requests information 
about guardianship or alternatives to guardianship, the LEA must also 
provide information and resources about supported-decision making 
agreements.

Frequently Asked Questions 

Alternatives to Guardianship Fact Sheets from the 
ARC of Texas

Supported Decision-making Toolkit from Disability 
Rights Texas

texastransition.org

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Model%20Form%20Notice%20of%20Transfer%20of%20Rights%20and%20Resources_April%202019.pdf
https://fw.esc18.net/display/Webforms/ESC18-FW-Summary.aspx?FID=146&SearchTerm=transfer+of+rights
https://fw.esc18.net/display/Webforms/ESC18-FW-Summary.aspx?FID=146&SearchTerm=transfer+of+rights
https://www.thearcoftexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Alternatives_to_Guardianship_for_Families_2016-06.pdf
https://www.thearcoftexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Alternatives_to_Guardianship_for_Families_2016-06.pdf
https://media.disabilityrightstx.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/16200451/The-Right-to-Make-Choices-SDM-toolkit-jan-2018.pdf
https://media.disabilityrightstx.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/16200451/The-Right-to-Make-Choices-SDM-toolkit-jan-2018.pdf

